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The 2016-2017 edition of the Lancaster Recreation Department’s Youth Basketball Program kicked off this past Saturday with games at both Como Park Elementary School and Lancaster Middle School.  The Celtics and Knicks got things started in the Boys Midget Conference and, after a fairly close first half, the Knicks pulled away for a 54-37 win.  The inside-outside combination of William Mueller (23pts) and Brayden Monk (19) led the Knicks attack.  Jacob Molino’s six points, Ethan Flascher’s four and a bucket from Ian Shives rounded out the winner’s scoring.  Jack Speyer and Matthew Kaler both hit for double digits, scoring 14 and ten points, respectively, for the Celtics.  Zack Doering and Brandon Derylak scored six points apiece and Cooper Sage provided a free throw in the losing effort.

The second game saw the Bulls put on a clinic, at both the offensive and defensive ends, and handily beat the Braves, 45-16.  Max Stoldt scored twelve points and Jordan Delnuovo ten to spark the Bulls’ offense.  Petar Stefanova added eight points, Jack Jennings six and Nathan Wicks four, while Xander Perry’s three and a basket from Aiden Luksch completed the scoring for the victors.  The Braves could muster but six points from Nicholas Sirianni and a bucket each from Benjamin Merz, Samuel Bergum, Alex Derkovitz and Max Gladke in the one-sided affair.
The Lakers-Spurs game was also one-sided, as the Spurs jumped out to an early lead and coasted to a 45-10 final verdict. Scorers were plentiful for the winning Spurs, with Jack Harrington (14pts), Tyler Reese (8), Ryan Klein (6), Gabe Kerner (5), Gavin Czech (4), Carter Tadusz (4), Jayden Schaefer (2) and Mark Zeder (2) all dotting the scoresheet in a well-balanced blitzkrieg. The Lakers, who hope to see better games in the weeks ahead, got four points from Bobby Bashor and a bucket each from Lincoln Counihan, Owen Nowak and Kaiden Smiech.

In the final Midget Conference game of the day, the Grizzlies played strong defense in shutting down the Clippers, 34-14.  Jackson Tully hit for ten points and was supported nicely by eight points each from Teddy Sweich and Micah Harry, six points from Braden Callahan and a deuce from Alex Komrek.  The Clippers, who fought back valiantly from an early deficit, were led by C.J. Kanick’s eight points and a basket from each of Trevor Hutt, Jack Farrugia and Nicholas Indelicato.

While these games were going on at Como Park School, the Girls Midget Conference began its inaugural 3-on-3 season at Lancaster Middle School with a pair of games. The Sparks beat the Sky 44-35, behind 16 points from Grace Pyc and 10 from Brooke Bauer. Bridget Brown (8pts), Willie Weidman (6) and Eleni Vlahos (4) all contributed to the offensive effort. For the Sky, Megan DelRegno and Kylie Piekarski both finished with 10 points, while McKenna Corcoran added seven, Ella Stoldt six and Mae Stoldt two in a well-played first game for both squads.

The Lynx and Mystics then took the court and the Lynx, who held a 25-22 lead at halftime, exploded for 36 second half points en route to a 61-34 win.  Kendyl Kerner finished with 26 points to take game scoring honors. Riley Hebeler also had a strong game, finishing with 16 points.  Ava Bell’s ten points, Haylee Gunsher’s eight and a free throw from Miranda Leach rounded out the scoring for the winners. For the Mystics, Rebecca Au and Mattea Gill each scored a dozen points, while Sienna Wolf contributed ten and Kaitlyn Harrington and Laine Miklas chipped in a bucket each.
Also at the Middle School, the Boys Junior Conference got underway with a slate of five games, the first of which saw the Wolves turn a 21-21 halftime deadlock into 45-33 victory with a staunch second half defensive performance. Greg Marks led the way on the offensive end, scoring 19 points, but had a strong supporting cast in Ryan Merz, who finished with twelve points, Henry Hansen, who had eight and Steven Blatto and Joshua Szaras, who scored 4 and two points, respectively. The Thunder, who seemed to lose their way offensively in the second stanza, were led by Max Harrison’s ten points and Rocco Stowbunenko’s nine.  Six points from Derek Walter, four from Thomas Carlsen, two from Burke LeFauvre and a free throw form Declan Warrington rounded out the scoring for the losers.

The second Junior Conference game was a low scoring affair that saw the undermanned Suns tally but three first half points in taking it on the chin from the Raptors, 35-12.  Shane Schaefer played a solid game for the winners, finishing with 16 points.  John Peresan also hit for double digits, scoring eleven, while Mike Brooks scored six and Derek Bauer two to complete the Raptors’ scoring. Noah Zimpfer topped the Suns’ sheet with four points, while Tyler Derkovitz, Cameron Dickson and Ethan Monin chipped in a basket each and Jack Martindale and Adam Bagley provided a free throw to the losing cause.
A 31-point effort from Seamus Furlong highlighted the Nets-Warriors tilt, won by Furlong and the Nets, 43-36.  Jack Bergum augmented the Nets attack with four points, while Alec Blamowski and Andrew Molino chipped in three each and Tyler Jiang added a bucket in the victory.  The Warriors’ offense was led by Luke Jachimiak and Trevor Reformat, who scored twelve and ten points, respectively.  Damian Bauer tacked on seven points, while a bucket each was provided by Andrew Caligiuri, Jared Rupp, Zachary Schmitt and Mark Sirianni.
The next Junior Conference game was a muscle-flexing game for the Sixers, as they opened up a big lead in the first half and coasted to a 50-26 decision over the Cavs.  Justin Hughes (16pts), Jason Mansell (12) and Bradon Deacon (10) all hit for double digits and were aided nicely by six points from Zachary Crowe, four from Ryan Taylor and two from Troy Zamrok. The Cavs demonstrated a balanced, albeit insufficient, scoring attack, as they received points from nine players in fighting to keep the game close in the second half. Devyn Szarpa’s six points topped that attack, while Sened Atieh, Nicholas Dowling and Benjamin Swigonski each scored four, Jeffrey Burgess, Michael Diegelman and Nate Stojanovski added two and J.J. Counihan and David Hovcik both contributed a free throw.
The final game of the day was also the closest, as the Bucks nipped the Nuggets at the buzzer, 44-43. In a well-played and evenly contested game throughout, Ryan Corcoran’s 18 points, Ryan Andolina’s ten, seven each from Matt Jandzinski and Jacob Andolina, and Eric Frys’ basket were just enough to secure the victory for the Bucks.  The hard-luck Nuggets used 18 Brain Martin points and twelve from Jacob Elias to keep the game in doubt until the very end.  Joe Elias and Noah Boling also dotted the Nuggets’ scoresheet with for points each, as did Adam Devic and Riley Molnar, who split four.   

